
 

 

May 15, 2015 

BLACK-EYED SUSAN QUOTES 

Assistant Tammy Fox to winning trainer Dale Romans (Keen Pauline): “Dale took his time with her in 
Florida. She had a couple of months off. She came back for the Keeneland race and it set her up perfect 
for this race here. Yesterday, when I galloped her over this surface, she loved it. She loved everything 
about it.” 

(On Javier Castellano’s ride): “What more can you say? You have the best of the best on the horse. He 
knew how fast he was going. That helped a lot. When you can see a horse’s ears just pricked like that 
and he’s sitting. He did a great job on her.” 

Winning Jockey Javier Castellano (Keen Pauline): “You have to take advantage when anything happens 
in a race. I didn’t expect to be on the lead. I saw a lot of speed in the race. I thought that Martin Garcia 
on (Luminance) had the speed and was going to dictate the pace. He broke OK and didn’t send his horse 
to the lead. My horse broke so well out of the gate I dictated the pace and I enjoyed the ride.” 

Co-owner Timothy C. Thornton (Include Betty, 2nd): “She couldn’t have run any better. We had the best 
filly in there, but they crawled through the first part of it. She needs something to run at, but we were 
happy with it.” 

Jockey Drayden Van Dyke (Include Betty, 2nd): “There was no pace in the race. She really had to run well 
for us to get up for second. But that’s her style. She likes to come from out of it. We tried to stay clear 
and not get stopped and get that run out of her at end.” 

Trainer Neil Howard (Ahh Chocolate, 3rd): “For a filly with only three races I thought she ran very well. 
The slow pace definitely didn’t help us, but I was happy with the way she ran.” 

Brian Hernandez Jr. (Ahh Chocolate, 3rd): “The pace was definitely slow and that hurt our chances. 
When I called on her she responded well. I would have loved to have won, but I was happy with what 
she did today.” 

Trainer Jorge Navarro (Danessa Deluxe, 4th): “I’m very disappointed. They were walking. I was hoping 
we’d be closer.” 

Jockey John Velazquez (Danessa Deluxe, 4th): “It was a horrible trip for me. The pace was slow. The 
horse in front of me was taken back. I was stuck, literally. My horse never really had a chance to run 
until the eighth pole and by then it was too late.” 



Trainer Bob Baffert (Luminance, 5th):  “I told (Martin Garcia), ‘You just took her best weapon away from 
her.’ She needed the lead. She couldn’t get it, so after that she wasn’t effective at all. We would have 
preferred to be on the lead.” 

Jockey Martin Garcia (Luminance, 5th):  “We never got to the front. That’s all.” 

Trainer James Cassidy (Pure, 6th): “There was no pace, and then 18-wide. I expected her to be a little 
closer earlier, but they went 49 (seconds) for the half. She's all right, this filly. The distance is certainly in 
her favor.'' 

Jockey Victor Espinoza (Pure, 6th): “She don't really like this track. As soon as she breaks, she breaks 
slow. The race was over as soon as she came out of the gate. She was having a hard time with the 
track.'' 

Trainer Ian Wilkes (Sweetgrass, 7th): “She’s going to learn from this. She pulled hard early and maybe 
got a little confused. Then, she came on again.” 

Jockey Julien Leparoux (Sweetgrass, 7th): “It was a little tight going into the first turn, but after that she 
was traveling good. When we got to the three-eighths pole, she started spinning her wheels a little bit, 
but she came back on at the end.” 

Trainer Robin Graham (Gypsy Judy, 8th): “We were very pleased with the way she ran today. We got 
the fractions that we wanted, but she just got tired at the end.” 

Horacio Karamanos (Gypsy Judy, 8th): “We had a really good trip. We were in great position all the way 
around. She gave me a good kick at the end, but once (Keen Pauline) went by her, she just flattened 
out.” 

Trainer Ramon Morales (Devine Aida, 9th):  “I think she got a perfect trip. The only thing the rider told 
me was that she’s a grass horse. No excuses.” 

Jockey Jesus Rios (Devine Aida, 9th): “She’s a turf horse, really she is. She didn’t like the surface today.” 

 

 About Pimlico Race Course         

Historic Pimlico Race Course, home of the Preakness® Stakes, the middle jewel in horse racing's 
famed Triple Crown, first opened its doors on October 25, 1870, and is the second oldest racetrack in the 
United States. Pimlico has played host to racing icons and Baltimoreans have seen the likes of legendary 
horses such as Man o’ War, Seabiscuit, Secretariat, Affirmed and Cigar thunder down the stretch in 
thrilling and memorable competition. For more information on Pimlico, visit www.pimlico.com.              

Pimlico Race Course is a Stronach Group company, North America’s leading Thoroughbred 
racetrack owner/operator. The Stronach Group racetracks include Santa Anita Park, Gulfstream Park & 
Casino, Golden Gate Fields, Portland Meadows, Laurel Park and Pimlico Race Course, home of the world-
famous Preakness. The company owns and operates the Palm Meadows Training Center in Florida and is 
one of North America's top race horse breeders through its award-winning Adena Springs operation. The 
Stronach Group is one of the world's largest suppliers of pari-mutuel wagering systems, technologies and 
services. Its companies include AmTote, a global leader in wagering technology; Xpressbet, an Internet 



and telephone account wagering service; and Monarch Content Management, which acts as a simulcast 
purchase and sales agent of horseracing content for numerous North American racetracks and wagering 
outlets. The Stronach Group is also a leading producer of social media content for the horseracing 
industry. For more information contact David Joseph at david.joseph@marylandracing.com or call 
301.470.5461 

 

  


